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In December of 2019, I traveled to Taiwan on a family visit in the company of my wife,
Amelia, and daughter, Grace. From there, my wife and daughter flew to Bangkok to see my
elderly mother-in-law for several days. While they were away, I went on an outing, and feeling
sick on the way back, made a subway stop at the National Taiwan University Hospital. The
emergency center took note of my high fever and admitted me for more medical tests. By the
second day I was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia (AML) with more than 20% cancerous
white blood cells in my blood and over 50% in my spinal fluid. I was urged to immediately
prepare for a bone marrow transplant, as the doctors said that without treatment, my life
expectancy would have been three months. Amelia and Grace returned from Bangkok and met
me at the hospital. By the Lord’s sovereign arrangement, Grace was able to return to the U.S.
with a neighbor who happened to visit Taiwan at that time, allowing my wife to stay with me. I
was transferred to the hematology and oncology ward where I would spend the next six months
for a treatment of four cycles of chemotherapy and a bone marrow transplant. By the Lord’s
mercy, [ had Taiwan’s national health insurance to cover more than half my medical expenses.
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With each treatment cycle, my white blood cell count was reduced from nearly ten
thousand to a few hundred - and sometimes even fewer than one hundred. I relied on various
antibiotics to fight against constant infections and fever. I was confined to the hospital ward,
became very physically weak, and depended on a full-time caregiver. By the second
chemotherapy cycle, I fell into a state of unconsciousness for ten days. My body was hooked up
to tubes for assisted breathing and feeding. I felt separated from my body, and my soul, much
like Aladdin’s flying carpet, was flying about in a cavernous, dark tunnel.
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Near the end of my coma, as I drifted about, a terrifying scene unfolded. I heard a loud
voice demand from the other side of the tunnel, “You have attempted enough! Give it up! Come
with me!” A dark hand stretched forth to snatch my right hand and began pulling me towards the
voice. The force was overpowering. I cried to God, “Lord, save me!” Immediately, a pillar
about the size of a man appeared in front of me. I hugged it desperately with my left arm to
steady my feet and hold my position. Yet the dark hand was relentless, I grew weary, and could
not resist for long. I cried out again, “For the saints’ sake, | want to stay on earth!” I cried out
these prayers from verses that had been on my heart for some time: Phil 1:24-25 “But it is more
necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I
will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith.”
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Immediately after my cry, a different hand from behind the pillar reached around me and
grabbed onto my right wrist, and in this embrace, together we pulled my hand back an inch at a



time. We pulled until my hand was brought back to the midpoint of the tunnel, at which point I
heard a loud pop, much like the sound of a great balloon bursting. Suddenly the pillar, the
Lord’s hand on my wrist and the dark hand grabbing my right hand all disappeared, leaving what
appeared to be debris raining from above. I woke up to the wide stares of my wife and three
children at my bedside.
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My wife recounted how she had watched, stricken, in continual prayer at my bedside the
past ten days, during which I could not communicate and resisted the nurses’ care needing to be
restrained from pulling out my feeding and breathing tubes. She asked our children to fly in
from the U.S. to see me possibly the last time. They were heartbroken by my condition. My wife
shared with them she was also afraid; yet, when she prayed, she was able to put her trust in the
Lord. They were all greatly relieved to see me awake. Once I regained enough strength to
speak, I shared my story. We knew the Lord answered my cries in the darkness and would keep
me on earth. (Refer to photos 1, 2, 3)
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Photo 1 My wife praying for me by my bedside, January 2020.
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Photo 2 My daughter, Joy, and my son, Joseph, taking care of me. January 2020..
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Photo 3 First meal without feeding tubes after waking up from a ten-day coma. From left: wife
Amelia, daughter Joy, son Joseph, daughter Grace.
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During my illness, many saints in the U.S., Mainland China, and Taiwan met to pray for
me. Saints in my locality fasted and prayed desperately while I was in my most critical state. I
was told that on one snowy evening, the church prayer attendance tripled, including some who
had previously never attended. One brother came straight from an 8-hour truck drive. They
kneeled down holding hands one another and prayed in tears. Many recalled that the prayer meeting that
night was very powerful and some said they felt the Lord had answered positively to their prayers. This
happened about the same time when I woke up from my long coma. I believe the desperate prayers of the
saints moved the Lord’s hand to save me. Even after miraculously coming through the coma,

doctors still held a pessimistic prognosis. Some said that some patients like me woke up from a long
coma but later still passed away.
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After a three-week stay, my children returned to the U.S just days before the COVID-19
pandemic hit the U.S. and drastically limited international travel. As the pandemic spread
worldwide, my wife and I were seemingly stranded in Taiwan. Yet, the Lord in His sovereign
arrangement revealed over the next two years that Taiwan 1) had one of the best leukemia
treatment physicians and facilities and 2) would maintain the lowest infection rates of COVID-
19. He had placed us in the safest location with the best resources for leukemia treatment while I
was in my most vulnerable condition.
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Meanwhile, the battle continued. During the third cycle of chemotherapy I weakened to
the point the doctors had warned, my survival uncertain. My children constantly called to send
encouragement. Their love and faith carried me during the difficult times. My son, Joseph, said
to me, “The doctor’s pessimistic words don’t count. It is the Lord’s words that count.” My
daughter, Joy, often called and sang song after song with guitar over the phone for over one half
hour each time. The saints continued their steadfast prayer. I was very touched and encouraged
by the abundant love expressed by my family and the saints.
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In preparation for the bone marrow transplant, we found that my son matched about 80%
but was missing the most important factor. The doctors suggested we seek a higher match, even
though chances to find one were remarkably slim. Once again, the Lord made a way for me. We
identified a near 90% match including the most important factor through Taiwan’s expansive
bone marrow bank. I would receive my transplant from a 41-year-old male donor.
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After three cycles of chemo treatments, my condition was still not ideal for bone marrow
transplant. The cancerous cells were not clear, and as my fevers continued, the doctors
continually experimented with different antibiotics. X-rays showed seven potentially serious
dark spots in my lung. My doctor felt that the risks of a fourth cycle were too high and I should
be placed on the schedule for a transplant directly. However, the transplant room schedule was



very full, and many doctors felt my condition was not strong enough to take precedence over
others before me in line. At the time, one scheduled patient decided to drop out, and my doctor
argued against the majority of the doctors to successfully obtain the vacant spot for me.

To prepare for the bone marrow transplant, I underwent one final chemo cycle: the
strongest and most devastating to kill all white blood cells, cancerous or noncancerous. I then
received the donated marrow through an IV. The process took a mere ten minutes and I had the
odd sensation of being surrounded by kitchen cooking sounds and a burnt smell. Most patients
experience strong symptoms of fever and vomiting, yet I passed through with nearly none. I was
peaceful and calm, feeling that the Lord was with me.
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After being released from the hospital, I recovered and rehabilitated in an apartment for
eighteen months, during which I had semi-monthly blood checkups with occasional bone
marrow biopsy. Bone marrow biopsy is notoriously excruciating and one roommate patient
shouted excessively when undergoing such a procedure. During the two-year period under my
treatment in Taiwan, I had more than a dozen biopsies and I prayed often before each procedure.
The Lord covered me each one; one time I did not feel any pain at all and only a couple times the
pains were close to an unbearable level. It took several months for my blood conditions to
stabilize and almost a year to regain enough strength to walk unassisted. The process was long
and often discouraging, but God’s caring hands were over me through my wife, my medical team
and the church members.
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My second daughter has the needs of special aids and cannot live alone. My oldest
daughter was married and her family of five people lived in a neighboring city. My son worked
in San Francisco area. During the two years my wife and I were in Taiwan under leukemia
treatment, a sister in our church voluntarily stayed in my home to accompany her for about a
year. At the time she had to move out, the Lord gave my son a feeling that he should move back



home to take care of his sister. He applied to his company in California to work in Chicago and
received permission. We were grateful that he stayed at my home to take care of his sister.
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After a total of two years as sojourners in Taiwan, the Lord provided Issac, my wife's
nephew, to accompany us on the long flight back home to Naperville, where we were joyfully
received by our son and church brothers at the airport. Our children, grandchildren, and the saints
rejoiced to see us back. The saints brought us lovingly prepared dishes for weeks. We felt as if
we were in a dream to be home again. I am grateful for my God who is living, loving, merciful
and powerful. For my unusual experience, I give glory to the God “who gives life to the dead
and calls the things not being as being.” Romans 4:17
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Photo 4 Finally returned home and surrounded by family and saints.
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After one and a half years, I returned to Taiwan to visit my nearly 100-year-old mother. I
also visited my principal physician, Dr. Liu, to thank and present him a plaque of appreciation.
He, along with the nurse crew who took care of me, were encouraged by my healthy condition.
Dr. Liu said National Taiwan University Hospital was ranked number one for Leukemia care in
the 2022 world accreditation of health programs. I thanked the Lord again for placing me in the
most suitable hospital to diagnose my illness and provide me with the best treatments. As my
prayer to the Lord during my coma, His keeping me on earth was for the saints sake so that I can
testify to people around me that He is a powerful Savior of life. (Refer to photos 5, 6)
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Photo 5 Presenting a plaque of appreciation to Dr. Liu, October 2023.
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Photo 6 Pictured with my Leukemia medical team, October 2923.
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In addition to God’s salvation in my physical healing, I also experienced another level of
salvation. While enduring the sufferings in my body, I deeply considered the beautiful ending of
the faithful overcoming believers. Those who follow the Lord faithfully to the end will be
gloriously raised from among the dead and receive a body of glory. They will be in Christ’s inner

circle to rule His grand millennial kingdom, one that far surpasses the glory and scale of all
history. This is the highest prize that God could give to men, far worthy of our pursuit in this life.
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In 1995 I was called by the Lord to apply for an unpaid, one-year leave of absence from
my university to attend a ten-month-long Bible and church service training. It was while
studying at the church in Chicago’s library that I came across Firstfruits and Harvest - A Study
of Resurrection and Rapture: a book detailing the Lord Jesus Christ’s return, judgment, rapture
and resurrection. It is distinctly different from mainstream traditional teaching of Christianity.
This book made clear that the highest prize that God provides for the faithful and overcoming
believers is to raise them up from among the dead in the first resurrection (Rev. 20.6), in which
they will receive the ultimate prize that includes putting on a glorious body and become part of a
group of such saints to rule with Christ in His Millennial Kingdom. The author called this prize
“the last mystery in God’s highest counsel.” As for the non-overcoming believers, they, along
with the non-believers, will not take part in this first resurrection and will be raised in the last
resurrection and judged by God. The non-overcoming believers will be spared from the lake of
fire because their names are in the Book of Life (Rev. 20.15) and become the saved nations
outside the New Jerusalem, but they will miss this highest prize forever.
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I was deeply attracted by the content of this book and felt that it should be known by all
people of Chinese language. I began to translate this book into Chinese. My progress was very
slow due to my obligations of a full-time job, being a husband and father of three children, and
caring for various church services. I became sick in 2020 and was confined in Taiwan for two
years of leukemia treatment, bone marrow transplant, and rehab. After returning to the U.S. in
2022, I continued rehab and gradually recovered my strength. It was then that I resumed the
translation task, during which I had much contemplation over the content. I was further attracted
by the beauty, the grandeur and the glory of the millennial kingdom, especially the blessing of
the first resurrection (Rev. 20.6 ), in which the overcoming believers will receive a body of glory
that resembles Christ’s, as well as the executor of this grand plan — Jesus Christ.
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In my considerations, the population of men who pass through the great tribulations at the
beginning of the Millennial Kingdom will perhaps be one or two billion and grow steadily to ten
or even one hundred billion in the Millennium Kingdom when Satan will be bound in the
bottomless pit. Christ's most intimate partners could be one hundred million or more, and rule in
this grand kingdom, in which all creation will be restored like new, all plants and animals will be
full of life, and the snakes and beasts will be subject to men and become their friends. This
wonderful kingdom will be the kingdom that God intended for men from the beginning of
creation will exceed all philosophers’ dreams of ideal kingdoms. This hope of beauty and glory
has gradually become my hope and the goal of my life, making me one of those who wait for His
manifestation and longing to be like Paul to forget things that are behind and strive forward
toward the goal of the hope of glory.
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The draft of my translation of the book “Firstfruits and Harvest - A Study of Resurrection
and Rapture” can be viewed by clicking the following links:

(fa4A&) Jeyst ik Chinese and English version: Chinese and English side by side
A&l Chinese version: Chinese



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fLrckN_Au5o-R8jPItJPOEkinD42tykX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a2EJp1fYL-YaAJ8AYTznoJBzP7g58vdy/view?usp=sharing

